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Subject: Reports of Assembly Members on the 
Work of Outside Bodies 
 

Report to:  London Assembly (Plenary) 
 

Report of:  Executive Director of Secretariat 

 
Date: 4 May 2011 
 

This report will be considered in public 

 
 

1. Summary  
 

1.1 This report sets out the update reports of the Members appointed to the outside bodies indicated 

on the work of those bodies during the past year. 

 
 
2. Recommendation  
 

2.1 The Assembly is asked to note the reports of the following Members appointed to the 
outside bodies indicated on the work of the bodies over the past year:  
 

 The Advisory Board of the Centre for Public Scrutiny - Jennette Arnold AM; 

 London Health Commission - John Biggs AM; 

 Heathrow Airport Consultative Committee - Murad Qureshi AM; and 

 London Sustainable Development Commission – Mike Tuffrey AM. 

 

 

3. Background and Issues for Consideration 
 
3.1 Reports of Assembly Members on the Work of Outside Bodies 
 

The Assembly has previously nominated Members to represent the Assembly on various outside 

bodies, for the period up until the next GLA elections. At the Assembly (Plenary) meeting held on 13 

July 2005, the Assembly agreed to request that those Assembly Members appointed to serve on 

outside bodies report to the Assembly on an annual basis in respect of their work. Accordingly, the 

reports are set out below.   

 

3.1.1 The Advisory Board of the Centre for Public Scrutiny 
Current Appointment:  Jennette Arnold AM 
 

There have been three meetings of the Centre for Public Scrutiny during the Assembly Year. These 

were held on 21 July 2010, 27 October 2010 and 16 February 2010. I was unable to attend two of 

these meetings, due to diary clashes. 

 

2010/11 has been an important year for the Centre for Public Scrutiny, as it became a registered 

charity in 2010.  The Advisory Board has contributed to the development of the Centre's business  
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plan for the year, and to discussions about the centre's strategy and focus in the light of the change 

of government and public service reforms.  The Assembly has contributed to these discussions, in 

particular on localism and policing reforms, and as a result of the Assembly's representation on the 

Advisory Board the Assembly has been covered in the centre's e-zine and at events hosted by the 

centre (eg the 2010 annual conference).  

 

3.1.2  London Health Commission 

Current Appointment: John Biggs AM 
 

I have attended a number of meetings of the London Health Commission in the past year, including 
full meetings on 23rd June 2010 and the 29th March 2011. I also attended the Mayor’s ‘Health 
Summit’ on 1st November 2010, a meeting with the LHC coordinator in June 2010 and a couple of 
other meetings, including a ‘field visit’ to one of the ‘Well London’ projects in East London. Diary 
clashes have meant that, as last year, I have not attended all events.  
 
Last year I wrote: ‘The LHC has, in my view, had some difficulty in deciding its role under a new 
Mayor but has now done so and launched its prospectus at the beginning of this year.’  During this 
year, the further decision was made to abolish the LHC and its last meeting was held on 29th March 
2011.  
 
Its work will be carried forwards in a number of ways. Key to these is the creation of a London 
Health Improvement Board, an idea which is being jointly promoted by the Mayor and London 
Councils. The LHIB will sit alongside the borough public health responsibilities emerging in 
legislation before Parliament and will be funded by a three per-cent ‘top-slice’ from the boroughs’ 
public health budgets to tackle city-wide health issues. The Mayor will continue to have his range of 
duties regarding health, with funding for the first time, and so it is ever more important that the 
assembly continue to monitor the Mayor’s performance. 
 
The LHC in the first two Mayoral terms was chaired by Assembly Members. A City like London 
throws up a unique set of health and public health challenges in the UK, and it is important that we 
have an accountable voice at the appropriate levels of Government in our City to address these. I 
think we can be proud of the work that the LHC carried out in helping to progress this important but 
sometimes neglected area of Londoners life. Although it may no longer exist, its responsibilities will 
continue, with no less urgency.  

 
3.1.3 Heathrow Airport Consultative Committee 

Current Appointment: Murad Qureshi AM 
 

I was appointed as the Assembly’s representative to this committee in May 2008 and in the last 12 
months I have attended four of the Heathrow Airport Consultative Committee’s six full meetings – 
the same number as I attended in each of the previous two years. 
 
Key issues for Heathrow: 
 

 Capacity at Heathrow 
 

In December Heathrow was forced to close as a result of snow. Not surprisingly therefore, 
Heathrow has managed to operate within its limits of annual air transport movements within 
the past year. However, it still fails to satisfy the needs of the end user evidenced by the low 
customer satisfaction rates particularly in Terminals 1 and 2. 
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There are two major outstanding issues for local residents and they are: 
 

 Night flights 
 

The meetings allow for regular and lengthy discussions about the actual numbers of night 
flights and the resulting disturbance to neighbouring residents.  Often there is uncertainty 
about the figures which are disputed and which are not verified by an independent third party.  
The Government is expected to start consulting on a new agreement later this year. 

 

 Mixed mode operations 
 

In my view, the introduction of mixed mode operations is an example of BAA’s surreptitious 
attempt to change the current practice of alternation for flight arrivals and departures.  The 
use of ‚TED‛ (Tactically Enhanced Departures) and TEAM (Tactically Enhanced Arrival 
Measures) as a way of managing the two runways is clearly designed to increase flight capacity 
through other means.  We need to keep a careful watch on these developments, particularly 
their long term impact on the quality of life for local residents. 

 
Another long outstanding issue for residents is poor air quality and I hope to investigate this at The 
London Assembly in the forthcoming political year. 

 

3.1.4 London Sustainable Development Commission 
Current Appointment: Mike Tuffrey AM 
 
The London Sustainable Development Commission is appointed by the Mayor to advise on making 
London an exemplary sustainable city. Membership comprises individual experts who give their time 
voluntarily. In addition, one position, representing London boroughs, is appointed on the advice 
London Councils, and one, to improve liaison with the scrutiny side of the GLA, on the advice of 
London Assembly. More information on the Commission can be found here: 
http://www.londonsdc.org 
 
One of the Commission’s flagship activities is the London Leaders programme, to showcase those 
individuals who are making change happen in London. In March 2011, the fourth programme was 
launched by the Mayor, with 15 leaders named. Further information is available here 
http://www.londonsdc.org/londonleaders/ll_2011.aspx  
 
During the year the Commission’s work streams have included commenting on revisions to mayoral 
strategies such as air quality and the London Plan and publishing research into the possible impacts 
of income inequality.  
 
The Commission operates through quarterly half-day 'plenary' sessions and sub-groups on particular 
topics. As well as attending the quarterly plenary sessions and the away-day in December, I have 
been a member of the Sustainable Economy sub-group and also attended meetings of the Quality of 
Life sub-group for certain topics. In addition, I have worked with individual Commission staff and 
liaised with Secretariat staff as necessary on individual topics.  

 

 

4. Legal Implications 
 

4.1 S34 Greater London Authority Act 1999 as amended enables the Authority, acting by the Mayor or 

the Assembly or both jointly, to do anything which is calculated to facilitate, or is conducive or 

incidental to the exercise of any functions of the Authority. Appointments by the Assembly to 

outside bodies assist the Assembly in its functions. 

 

http://www.londonsdc.org/
http://www.londonsdc.org/londonleaders/ll_2011.aspx
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5. Financial Implications 
 

5.1 There are no direct financial implications for the GLA arising from this report. 

 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: None. 

 
 
 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers: None 

 

Contact Officer: Rebecca Arnold 

Telephone: 020 7983 4421 

E-mail: rebecca.arnold@london.gov.uk  
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